
 

 

 

  

 

Greetings everyone! 

As we transition away from summer, I am very excited to welcome you to a new academic year for the 

Collaborative Specialization in Developmental Biology (CSDB, not to be confused with CSB or DSCB at 

SickKids…). We have several talks planned for this fall, starting this week with Germano Cecere on 

September 28th. Please follow e-mails from CSDB for upcoming talks. I highly encourage students to take 

advantage of the chance to interact with our visiting speakers at the trainee lunch or pub event scheduled 

with each seminar by our outstanding student members of the steering committee. 

Speaking of which, our student reps (Jeffrey Stulberg, Charlotte Martin, Zaleena Akheralie and Marynelle 

Icmat) all work very hard behind the scenes to organize these events and provide invaluable feedback on 

how CSDB is run. Jeff will be stepping down after a long run on the committee, so I encourage students who 

feel they have contributions to make to CSDB to apply when the call goes out. Similarly, trainees are strongly 

encouraged to participate by attending our seminars as much as possible, suggesting speakers that they feel 

would add to our program, etc. Students – attendance at these events is a key part of your program! 

Our upcoming planned events: 

September 28th: Germano Cecere (4PM, MSB4171, co-sponsored with the Toronto RNA Club) 

October 4th: Arnold Kriegstein (3PM, PGCRL Auditorium, co-sponsored with NMH at SickKids) 

October 25th: Jessica Goodheart (3PM, CCBR Red Room, co-sponsored with CSB) 

November 27th: Nadav Ahituv (to be confirmed) 

December: CSDB social event, TBD 

January 25th: Ahilya Sawh 

February 2024: Todd Blankenship (to be confirmed) 

March 2024: Melissa Mann (to be confirmed) 

with an April speaker and the May Old Mill Retreat currently being planned. Flyers will be added to the 

website as plans are finalized. We are also planning to launch the second iteration of our trainee grant 

competition later this semester (details to follow), and are working with DSCB at SickKids to have a careers-

focused event with DSCB alumni March 26th (details also to follow). This will expand on the roundtables we 

had at the retreat last year, with a career-centric focus. 
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A reminder that I am aiming to incorporate postdoctoral researchers into our program – please encourage 

postdocs in your lab to contact Cindy and join our e-mail list. I would like to develop events where postdocs 

take leadership roles AND get to bolster their “teaching” portfolio at the same time.  

 

For 2023 to date, I’m happy to highlight the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, please feel free to pass on feedback and suggestions to me via e-mail or in person at a CSDB event. 

Best, 

Ian 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @DevBio_UofT 

And on our website:  devbio.utoronto.ca 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduated Students (congrats!): 

Nicole Lindsay-Mosher (PhD; Pearson) 

Jonathan Palozzi (PhD; Hurd) 

Gordana Scepanovic (PhD; Fernandez-Gonzalez) 

Amanda Charlesworth (PhD; Claycomb) 

Adrian Loe (PhD; Kim) 

Mallory Wiggins (PhD; Pearson) 

Michele Ly (MASc; Fernandez-Gonzalez) 

Denise Rebello (PhD; Ciruna) 

 

New CSDB Students (welcome!): 

Zi Qi Lin (MSc; Cox) 

Claire Turke (PhD; Reinke) 

Cherry Wan Ya Liu (MSc; Scott) 

Marie Rachel (PhD; Ciruna) 

Una Mcnally (MSc; Harris) 

Maria Fahim (MSc; Scott) 

Sifa Quibria (MSc; Bruce) 

Donna Guan (MSc; Bruce/Harris) 

 

New CSDB Faculty: 

Madeline Hayes 

Ahilya Sawh 

Olena Zhulyn 
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